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News and Notes 


“The Southern Circuit of the Wis- 
consin District W.M.S. will meet at 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Hart- 
land, Wisconsin, on April 19th at three 
o’clock. 

Mrs. Robert Mack, Secretary 


Kenosha, Wis., St. Mary’s Lutheran 
Church, Lawrence Siersbeck, pastor. 
The congregation received 120 new 
members the past year. It now has 
a membership of over 1300. It is at 
present planning to build a new 
church. It has authorized the selling 
of the old church and it hopes to get 
to build this Fall. Contract for an 
M. P. Moeller pipe organ has been 
signed. 


The Northern Circuit of the Wom- 
en’s Missionary Society of the Wiscon- 
sin District will meet at Trinity Lu- 
theran Church in Waupaca on Sunday 
April 12 at 3:30 P.M. 


Easton, California, Immanuel Luther- 
an Church, Pastor E. A. Svendsen was 
installed as pastor of this parish on 
February 8, 1959, in a brief ceremony 
conducted by Pastor Justesen, Presi- 
dent of the Pacific District. Following 


this well attended service, the congre- 


gation was host at a reception in honor 
of Pastor and Mrs. Svendsen, their 
children, Steve, Joel, Karen, and Paul, 
and Mrs. Svendsen’s mother, Mrs. 
Carlson. Guests at the reception in- 
cluded pastors and friends from 
neighboring Lutheran congregations of 


_ the valley, as well as our Easton Pres- 


byterian neighbors and their pastor, 
_ Rev. Dwight White. Although the 
Svendsen family has been here but 
a few weeks, they have endeared 
themselves to the congregation and 
_ the community and have entered into 
_ the work with enthusiasm. 


_ CHURCHMENS’ ORGANIZATIONS 
t PLEASE NOTE | 
The officers of your U.E.L.C. 
4 Churchmen wish to thank those of our 


? local groups who have sent in their 
dues. We also wish to make a final 


_ plea for dues from groups who have 
as yet failed to remit their badly 
needed dues. We are far short of our 
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modest budget goal of $1200.00. Only 
nineteen of the approximate sixty-six 
local Mens organizations in our Synod 
have so far co-operated, and only 
several weeks remain before our trea- 
surer’s books are closed. 

Dues are based on $1.00 per mem- 
ber, or a minimum of $20.00 per or- 
ganization. 

Please remit to our treasurer Mr. 
Ernest Petersen, 2012 Carmel Ave., Ra- 
cine, Wisconsin. 


LWF QUARTERLY SEES 
CHANGES IN AFRICA 


Changing cultural and social pat- 
terns of Africa and the challenge they 
offer to Lutheran work and teaching 
are discussed in a collection of articles 
appearing in the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration’s quarterly Lutheran World, 
published in Geneva March 13. 


The articles deal with a number 
of topics including the rising tide of 
Mohammedanism on that continent, the 
shift in its economic and political re- 
lation to Europe, the cultural appro- 
priateness of Lutheran doctrinal state- 
ments. In addition an African Church’s 
policy statement on polygamy is in- 
cluded, as well as an article on prob- 
lems of African and Asian students in 
Germany, and another on a modern, 
scientific way for missionaries to learn 
tribal languages. 


A symposium edited by Dr. Sovik . 


presents extracts from varied replies 
given by 15 responsible African and 
Asian Lutheran churchmen to the fol- 
lowing five questions which are posed 
by the world mission department: 


1) “Some say that (Lutheran the- 
ology) is specifically a product of .. . 
Western culture ... Is the develop- 
ment of a Lutheran theology indigen- 
ous to your culture possible? If so, 
what relation would such a theology 
bear to occidental Lutheran theology?” 


2) “What in Scripture and in Lu- 
theran teaching and practice speaks 
most clearlly and directly to your 
people?” 


3) How adequate for its life and 
theology does your Church find Lu- 


ligious News Service, and the 
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ther’s Small Catechism and the o 
Lutheran doctrinal writings? 


4) What is the status and trend cr 
your Church’s relations with non-. Lu 
theran Churches in its area? 


5) “How can the ‘younger Chure hes 
and the Western Churches best wor: 
together? , 


PRIEST-COLUMNIST RAPS ~ 
KENNEDY CHURCH-STATE STANT 


A Roman Catholic pried 
sharply criticized Sen. John Kennedi 
(D.-Mass.) for recent statements | 
tributed to him on Church-State re 
lations. — 
“Every Catholic is being comprog 
mised and humiliated” by the senator" 
statements on his beliefs about Churet ‘ 
State matters, wrote the Rev. Ma ry 
Hurley, a columnist in The Monito: 
San Francisco archdiocesan weekly. 
Father Hurley said Sen. Kennedy” 
views were “a surrender to secularisnr 
and those who would divorce publiij 
morality from religion, and God from 
public life.” = | 
The priest was criticising a 
ment made by Sen. Kennedy 
“whatever one’s religion in his pri 
life may be, for the officeholder 


ing takes precedence over his oath te 


and the strict separation of Churcti 
and State.” : 
Coupling the Constitution 
‘strict separation’ is downright erro! 
ous as it stands,” Father Hurley wre 
“The words ‘separation of Church ani 
State’ do not appear anywhere in t! @ 
Constitution or Bill of Rights.” 
The Board of Home Missions in an- 
nual meeting February 24-25 voted te 
adopt two new Home Mission projects. 
one in St. Paul Park, Minnesota, the 
other in Covina-Charter Oaks, C al- 
ifornia, Pastors are being called te 
serve in these fields, The Board has 
sufficient cash on hand to start an 
equip only one of these fields. Ther 
fore our appeal to borrow for Church 
Extension Fund is urgent. Brochures 
explaining how our people may in yes 
safely in the Church Extension 
have been mailed to all pastors. 
for one if you have funds to in 
Kindly also refer to our ad on Ch 
Extension Fund loans, 
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ditorials and Comments 
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THE CLOSED DOORS 

Jn Easter Day the disciples met behind closed doors, be- 
ise they feared the world. The Jews might come and take 
m as they had taken Christ. Soren Kierkegaard had this 
nark about John 20. “Thus the doors must be closed to 
» world—then Christ comes through the closed doors, for 
‘comes also from within.” 


Phis Christ could do because of his victory. Says John 
enham: Death vanquished is no more man’s foe, but his 
od friend.” 


“et us begin with the Roman seal. 
Wve of Christ. A good Roman guard kept watch. The 
rid felt secure. There would be no more of the Nazarene. 
vone pretending to be king had ever been disposed of 
a more secure manner. 


It was placed on the 


e devil was pleased. The priests and the Jews cele- 
ed their national Passover in peace. The disciples had 
away. Yes, it seemed as if everything was lost. 


ts friends did not expect him to be raised from the 
2d even though he had said so. The women came early 
he grave to prepare his body for a better burial. There 
b een no time Friday afternoon. 


iturday passed in strange silence for the friends of 
1 They were numbed by the Good Friday events. 
ist was so strong but he seemed so weak on Good Friday. 
disciples did not watch the grave. They might have 
on watching close to the grave on the third day, for 
is had told them about the crucifixion and the resur- 
‘tion, but they forgot that. 


is interesting to speculate if the women had not come 
Ty to the grave Sunday morning. How would the news 
put the resurrection have come out? 


y, those faithful women who came so early to the grave, 
iches the heart. They talked about something so natural: 
iw do we get this big stone rolled away? They may not 
n have known that there was a seal over the stone, and 
2oman guard kept watch. 


+ a surprise they got. The stone was rolled away, 
angel spoke to them: “He is risen. Go and tell his 
es and Peter. From now on the whole Easter Day is 
with hectic events. It is typical that the gospels often 
hey ran.” The news spread like wildfire and stirred 
agination and faith of the disciples. 


1 that time the greatest news of all time, the most 
news always, has dominated the world. About one 
- years ago Soren Kierkegaard said: A hundred 
from now when the world is in a terrible state of 
; because it is covered with blood, when a prime 
ster resigns every week to be followed by another one 

esigns next week, people will ask for some answer to 
y rorld’s problems. But there is no other answer than 
iven Easter morning. This is the world’s most im- 
news. 


he afternoon of Easter Day two disciples went to 
s. Jesus himself came and walked with them. In 
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The joy of the Christian faith was born, when they saw 
Jesus. 


Meanwhile the world went on as usual. The soldiers told 
the story about the earthquake and the open tomb. 


They were paid to tell the lie that Jesus’ disciples came 
and stole his body while they slept. 


There are still people today who want to treat this great 
news as a myth. They will not believe the divine truth. 


As the Christian disciples look over the world today, there 
is much to be happy about. But there is also much that 
makes them anxious. There, are many countries today 
where the disciples must sit behind closed doors. They sit 
praying and asking, how long, Lord? But let us never 
forget that Christ always comes through closed doors. 


Let us ever remember that Christ comes where he seems 
to be shut out. The gates of hell shall not prevail against 
his church. Soren Kierkegaard says that “When Christianity 
was struggling, the doors were always closed, because the 
Christians were different from the world. The so-called 
Christian world has opened the doors wide—it has become 
too much like the world—and then Christ does not come.” — 


This is a deep truth. Where the going is tough, there 
Christ is near. Where the Christian message is diluted and 
where the Christians accommodate themselves so they 
think and act like the world, there Christ is kept away. . 


We sit by the wide open doors, because our attitude to 

the world is so that it does not really consider us Christians. 
Think again of Christ coming through the closed doors. 
Think of this and rejoice this Easter! © 


BEATITUDES OF THE RISEN LIFE 


Blessed is the man whose heart today burns as he walks 
with Jesus by the way. 


Blessed is the man who having not seen, yet believes. 


Blessed is the man who hears the gules of the Risen 
Lord saying, “Peace be unto you.” 


Blessed is the man who accepts the glorious Master, 
Jesus Christ, as his Lord and his God, and worships 
him. 


Blessed is the man who thus lives the power of the 


ve Sy 
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endless life through fellowship with the Risen Lord. i 


Blessed is the man whose words and deeds are day by me i 


day and every day a witness to the living and 
loving Lord. 


Blessed is the man who obeys the Risen Lord’s last great — i 


command and commission, “Go ye into all the world _ 


and preach my gospel, for unto him shall be fulfill- ‘3 
ed the Lord’s promise, “Lo, I am with you always, — 


even unto the end,” —Oliver Huckel. 
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Church News from here and there 


2 MERGER GROUPS TO MEET 
ON FUTURE COOPERATION 

A joint meeting to discuss future 
cooperation has been agreed upon by 
representatives of the seven Lutheran 
bodies now negotiating merger into 
two separate Churches, 

The meeting was proposed late last 
year by the Joint Union Committee 
for the three-way merger of the Evan- 
gelical, American and United Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Churches. They will 
form The American Lutheran Church 
in April of next year. 

Acceptance of the invitation was 
voted at a 3-day session in Chicago, 
March 5-7, of the Joint Commission 
on Lutheran Unity for the four-way 
merger of the United, Augustana, Fin- 
nish Evangelical (Suomi Synod) and 
American Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches. 

Time and place of the meeting, ex- 
pected to be held this year, will be 
decided by mutual agreement. The 
JUC’s invitation expressed the hope 
that it would take place “in the near 
future.” 


Purpose of the conference, it said, 
will be to discuss “matters of mutual 
concern and responsibility” in the in- 
terest of “fraternal understanding and 
cooperation” between The ALC and 
the church body being planned and 
projected by the JCLU. 


In its invitation, the Joint Union 
Committee suggested that the agenda 
for the joint meeting between the two 
merger groups should include the sub- 
ject of future inter-Lutheran coopera- 
tion in “certain areas of parish educa- 
tion.” 


PLANS MADE TO CONTINUE 3 
BODIES UNITING IN THE ALC 


Officers elected by The American 
Lutheran Church at its constituting 
convention next year are expected to 
hold corresponding positions in the 
continuing corporations of the three 
uniting Churches. 

Recommendations to preserve the 
legal entities of the present bodies 
were made in Chicago to the Joint 
Union Committee of the Evangelical, 
American and United Evangelical Lu- 
theran Churches. 


By action of conventions in 1956, 
constitutions of the uniting Churches 
are being amended by the substitution 
of an abbreviated constitution that 
will be identical for all three bodies. 


‘It will enable them to receive bequests 


and transact any other necessary busi- 
hess in the years following the es- 
tablishment of The ALC, 


As the officers of the new Church 
will not then be known, it will be rec- 
ommended that the trustees appoint 
the president, vice president and sec- 
retary of The ALC to the correspond- 
ing positions in the continuing cor- 
porations of the uniting Churches. 


The officers would ‘serve until the 
next general convention of The ALC, 
in October 1962, at which time special 
conventions of the separate bodies 
would be called to elect the appointees 
for ten-year terms. 


This procedure is provided for in 
the amended constitution for the unit- 
ing Churches as it authorizes the trus- 
tees to fill “vacancies in any office.... 
until the next convention of this 
Church.” 


NEW GUINEA CHURCH 
DEDICATES 1ST SEMINARY 


A new theological seminary — the 
first in the 73-year history of Lutheran 
work on this tropical western Pacific 
island—was dedicated at Logaweng, 
New Guinea, in February. 


In this locality, which is near Fins- 
chhafen, the new theological institution 
stands at an elevation of 1,500 feet on 
a hill overlooking the sea. Its facili- 
ties so far completed include three 
classrooms, three staff residences, 30 
dwelling units for students and their 
families, and auxiliary buildings. 


Since New Guineans speak many 
different tribal tongues, teaching here 
will have to be done with three paral- 
lel language groups. Pidgin, a remote 
adaptation of English, is becoming a 
common tongue for all inhabitants of 
the island, but it does not yet have its 
own body of literature. 


A pidgin version of the New Testa- 
ment is now being prepared by a 
group representing several missions, 
and it is expected that this modern 
language will be used increasingly in 
the Church. The complete Old Testa- 
ment still does not exist in any New 
Guinea tongue. 


Establishment of the new center 
here will enable the New Guinea 
Church to train its own pastors fully 
without sending them outside the ter- 
ritory. At present, the Church has 
only about 100 indigenous pastors to 
serve a membership which is now 
around 200,000. 


The 30 men accepted for training 
here have all had previous experi- 
ence in the Church as evangelists and 
schoo] teachers. 
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DR. SOCKMAN SEES SPIRITUAL. 
RECESSION AHEAD | 

The boom in mass evangelism | 3 
popularized religion of the past dece: 
“seems to be waning,” Dr. Ralph 
Sockman of New York, Methoc¢ 
leader, said at Los Angeles, Calif. 


Addressing a banquet commer 
rating the 50th anniversary of t¢ 
Church Federation of Los Angeles, 
predicted that a “spiritual recessich 
was in the making. / 

“We must find some deeper exped 
ence and _ expressions of Christii 
faith to call us back to the essentid 
of religion,” he told 1,500 persons — 
the banquet. s| 

“Perhaps the Protestant and Roma 
Catholic Churches need another © + 
Francis of Assissi to bring them bas 
to Christ and a realization of tt 
spiritual values,” he said. ; 

The nationally known radio speaks 
who is pastor of Christ church in Ne 
York, called on ministers and cot 
gregations to launch “a veritable cI 
sade of self-discipline.” ; 

“There are signs that we migg 
just wallow in pleasure, although 
don’t think we will approach the je 
age,” he said. “The Church is still ti 
greatest force for peace in this frigh! 
ened world, and it is up to che It 
leaders to keep it there.” 

He urged an end to “division a 
fighting” among various denomin 
tions, and that churchmen “bring fi 
church back to Jesus Christ.” ] 


SOVIET ORGAN WARNS 
COMMUNIST MEMBERSHIP | 
INCOMPATIBLE WITH RELIGION 

An official Soviet publication issua 
a stern warning at Moscow that mer 
bership in the Communist Party . 
incompatible with the practice of 1 
ligion. 

Agitator, bi-weekly organ of : 
Central Committee of the Commun 
Party in the U.S.S.R., addressed 
warning especially to “some pat 
members in the Gorky region 
the Volga River who continue to di 
play religious icons in thet: homes.” | 

These people, it said, “even ne 
church weddings and celebrate 
gious festivals.” 

Agitator said that when these peop 
are reprimanded, they answer by 1 
ferring to guarantees of religious f 
dom in the Soviet constitution. 

However, it cautioned them ft : 
they “must not confuse such guar 
tees with Party cehgetions concel 
ing religious beliefs.” 

As a remedy, the magazine suggest 
that atheistic courses be introduced 
universities, especially to assist 
religious lecturers “who often 
themselves helpless in their dis 
with believers.” Sing 
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THE WASHINGTON OBSERVER 


By Gerhard Lenski 


q 
MRS. ROOSEVELT IS COMING 
: TO SEE US 
firs. Franklin Roosevelt will visit 
ishington soon. She returns May 
in order to make the chief address 
the 25th anniversary luncheon of 
» Washington Housing Association. 
n connection with her visit she will 
race her steps of earlier days and 
pect certain Washington areas in 
ich slum removal has been in 
ogress. She will find considerable 
ange, some of it quite remarkable. 
it she will also find some squalid 
ing conditions, conditions which are 
shame in a city like ours and in a 
tion as rich and well favored as our 
mn. 
it. was Mrs. Roosevelt’s early protest 
lich started a good portion of the 
im clearance now being carried out. 
‘was she who visited the District 
yme for Aged and Indigent at Blue 
ains and who labeled that institu- 
m as something worse than a dis- 
ace. Her outspoken criticism of the 
mgressional committees and of 
hers responsible for a great neglect 
this quarter is generally regarded 
having been responsible for the 
eating of a new institution to replace 
e old, one more in conformity with 
andards of decency and humane 
eling. 
Perhaps Mrs. Roosevelt, when she 
mes to town, will have something to 
y about 7,000 District children who 
e said to suffer from malnutrition 
id who are being sent hungry to 
001. Perhaps she, once an elo- 
went champion for underprivileged 
ildren, will back up Senator Morse’s 
éa in the Senate in their behalf. 
hhatever she has to say, Mrs. Roose- 
It’s visit is being awaited with real 
terest and the red carpet of a kindly 
oe will be awaiting her. 


ONCERNING OFFICIAL SPENDING 
flow that nepotism of a reprehen- 
e kind has been exposed in Con- 
ssional circles, other forms of 
ending Uncle Sam’s monies are be- 
investigated, scrutinized and ques- 
d. 
nator Chase of New Jersey has 
sed a bill requiring a full dis- 
-e of the financial interests of all 
‘ederal officials both in and out 
Congress. This same bill would 
lire publication in the Congressional 
rd of the itemized travel expense 
members and staff employees 
igressional committees. In an- 
bill, Representative Gross of 


a 


Iowa would require every Congress- 
man who travels abroad and who uses 
expense or counterpart funds to file 
an expense statement within 30 days 
after his return to this country. Rep- 
resentative Gross is quoted as saying: 
“Surely the public has a right to 
know how much members of Con- 
gress and persons accompanying them, 
spend on overseas junkets and the 
purpose of their expenditures.” 

Not even the President himself is 
escaping the scrutiny of the examin- 
ing eye. Representative Dawson of 
Illinois is reported to have asked the 
Comptroller General to audit with 
care President Eisenhower’s White 
House expenses. The Congressman 
would like to know how a President 
who talks in favor of economy manages 
to spend more than $5 million to oper- 
ate the White House, a sum twice as 
great as that spent by his predeces- 
sor in office. Also why, with all this 
spending, an increase of some $330,000 
is needed? 

While some of this investigating is 
undoubtedly political feuding of a 
low order, still it does not negate the 
fact that it will always be incumbent 
upon those in high office to maintain 
standards of unquestioned financial 
integrity. If Government officials are 
wasteful and careless, why should the 
average man be concerned to file and 
then to pay his income tax honestly? 
Government officials may spend their 
own private funds extravagantly and 
recklessly, but they have no moral 
right to treat Uncle Sam’s funds that 
way. When they do, they deserve 
both censure and removal from office. 
On this score, we are bound to believe 
that the present furore over spending 
is likely to be productive of good. 


THE NATIONAL INCOME 

With all our troubles at home and 
abroad, the national income continues 
to rise. So says a late report eman- 
ating from the Commerce Department 
in Washington. 

The one month’s decline is more 
than compensated for by the next 
month’s increase. True, December of 
1958 showed a billion dollar drop in 
national income. That is a lot of 
money, especially in terms of actual 
wages. But along comes January, 
1959, with a $2.4 billion increase with 
February promising much the same, 
bringing the adjusted total intake for 
the previous 12 months to a record 
high of $362.3 billions. Isn’t that 
wonderful, something to shout about! 
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Yes, there is some unemployment in 
the land and several of our major in- 
dustries are not working nearly up to 
capacity. Still we forge ahead, earn- 
ing more money than ever, spending 
more than ever. If this is what we do 
when we operate at a reduced scale, 
what will happen when we hit our 
stride and travel at full speed? 

Mr. Galbraith, in his widely dis- 
cussed book “The Affluent Society, 
points out the fact that wealth is often 
something that blinds and blurs clear 
thinking and that the very abundance 
of our production can become the de- 
stroyer of the spirit of initiative and 
enterprise necessary for survival in a 
time of crisis and danger. The present 
might be a good time to ponder these 
statements with plenty of self-appli- 
cation. Also this might be an even 
better time to reflect again on the 
words of One wiser than the econo- 
mist who once said: “For what does 
it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and forfeit his life?” 


STERILIZATION? 


A measure authorizing sterilization 
as a means of curbing rising illegiti- 
macy has recently been introduced 
into the North Carolina General As- 
sembly. The sponsor, Dr. 
Davis, an obstetrician, is reported as 
confident it will pass. This bill would 


authorize the State Eugenics Board 


to order the sterilization of an unwed 
mother of two or more children. The 
state records show 7,400 illegitimate 
births in 1957 and more than 10,000 
last year. A large number of these 
children become wards of the state 
and constitute no small tax burden. 
A high percent of their mothers are 
declared to be “grossly sexually de- 
linquent,”’ entirely unresponsive to 
therapy of any sort and likely to pro- 
duce one child after another, 
While definite statistics are not 
available for the local situation, much 


of this same problem has been de- — 


clared to exist here in Washington. 
Public Welfare funds are being ex- 
pended for the care of illegitimate 


Rachel © 


children whose mothers cannot sup- i 


port them and whose fathers, for the 
most part, are unknown. The wife of 
a policeman, one of the readers of this 
column, writes your commentator a 
letter in which she speaks of several 
such cases in the city block in which 
she resides—school girls, 15 years old, 


becoming mothers, turning their in- 


fants over to public care. The writer, 


herself a mother, faults our District — 


and Government authorities for undue 
leniency in these matters. With vigor 
and certainly with correctness, she 
criticizes our “do-gooders” who gen- 
erously and often ignorantly provide 
(Continued on page 13) 
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A Story 


THE DAWN 
OF THE 


THIRD DAY 


By Edward and Edith De Lope 


‘“Malchus,” called the high priest, Caiaphas, to his slave. 
“Get ready to go with me. Tonight we are going to capture 
the one who calls himself the Son of God.” 


Malchus trembled slightly; for he’d seen the man the 
high priest was talking about and though he had not been 
very close, he, a slave, had felt a strange emotion, some- 
thing inexplicable emanate from the tall, quiet man with 
the kind face. But Malchus was just a slave who had to 
obey his master in everything, and could not permit him- 
self to have personal feelings or emotions. “I am ready, 
oh, most holy one,” he said. 


“Get my sword—and get one for yourself too. This so- 
called Messiah has many followers; there is no telling what 
they might do if we attempt to attack their leader.” 


Malchus brought the swords. It was not polite to ask 
questions of one’s master, and at times it could have dire 
consequences for a mere slave, but he could not help him- 
self this time. “Where are we going?” he asked. 


The high priest apparently was in a good mood tonight. 
“To the garden of Gethsemane. One of the disciples, as 
they call themselves; a man named Judas, will point him 
out to us by kissing him and calling him master. For this 
he will receive thirty pieces of silver.” 


As though regretting his condescendence, he added sharp- 
ly, “Come, let’s go now, there’s no time to waste.” 


As they neared the darkened garden, where the Mount 
of Olives could still be faintly seen outlined against the 
backdrop of the sky with its few stars, which tonight seem- 
ed dimmer than usual, Malchus again felt that strange sen- 
sation he’d had before. He trembled though he was not 
at all cold, and his throat was constricted, making it hard 
for him to swallow. 


Soon they were joined by some Jewish officers and by 
a band of soldiers led by a captain. 


z| 
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“Let’s spread out, so that on one who’s in the gard 
may escape us,” suggested the captain. And so it was dory 
Malchus became separated from the high priest for a whi 
and wandered aimlessly about. 


Suddenly he heard a voice, earnest, pleading, as thoug 
coming from a person in deep agony, but he was not y 
near enough to distinguish the words. Curious, he followe 
the sound till he came upon a small group of men wi 
were sleeping on the ground. A stone’s throw away fron 
them was another man, kneeling. He was the one who: 
voice Malchus had heard, and he was praying. 


A strange light appeared in the sky and then a fo 
like a man in white garment. But the radiance was sg 
strong about him that Malchus could not bear to look. B 
closed his eyes, and when he opened them again, the ligh} 
and the apparition had vanished. Had it been an angg 
from heaven, come to comfort the one, who called hinr 
self the Son of God? Or just a hallucination, caused by tH 
flickering light of the moon which at times shone brightl- 
at other times disappeared behind hastily fleeting, wine 
torn clouds? > 


Now the moon peeped out again, full and round, and 
for a brief moment shone fully on the upturned face c 
the praying man. Malchus saw clearly the great drops ¢ 
perspiration on the man’s brow, and as he watched ; 
awe and horror, the drops became bloody red and thi 


¥ 


they fell to the ground. Who was this strange man? ; 


As Malchus still wondered, he was joined by Caiapl 
and the others. “Where have you been?” demanded tt 
high priest gruffly. But before Malchus could reply, tk 
praying man arose to his feet, not noticing the crowd wh cx 

® 1] 


fla 
a 


was still hidden behind bushes, trees and shrubbery. 
went over to the sleeping men and said sadly, “Why do y 
sleep? The hour has come; the Son of man is betra 76 
into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see a 
betrayer is at hand.” 


. 


ie 
a 
‘ a 
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Sven as he spoke, one man of the crowd stepped forward 


nd went up to Jesus. “Master!” he ejaculated and kissed 
im. 


This was the sign the mob was waiting for. They surged 
orward to seize the man from Nazareth. 


‘His disciples gathered around him and one of them be- 
an to swing his sword wildly. Malchus saw it coming, 
ut he was so fascinated by the hunted man’s face, that he 
nade no attempt to duck the blow. Then he felt a sharp 
jain and hastily put his hand to his right ear. It was al- 
nost completely cut off; hanging only by a thin shred of 
lesh at the lobe. Malchus drew his hand back and stared 
lorrified at the blood on it. 


Then the man they had come to capture spoke, “Peter, 
jut your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup 
vhich the Father has given me?” And he stood quietly 
vaiting while the crowd came nearer, to bind him. Mal- 
hus had eased closer; the warm blood dripping from his 
ar, but he barely felt it. As Jesus put out his hands for 
hem to bind, he first stretched his right hand out, tenderly 
ouching Malchus’ ear and said, “Be whole.” 


a en they bound him and took him away, but Malchus 
ed behind. Nobody seemed to notice him, everyone 
3 so elated about their accomplishment. Alone in the 
den, Malchus put a testing hand to his ear. It was as 
das before! And the hand came back without a trace 
blood on it. Surely, this man was the Son of God, as 
ve had said. 


at 


‘Malchus made a big decision. He was not going to be 
slave any longer. He’d run away, disguise himself, grow 
heavy beard or something. And then he’d find the fol- 
vers of Jesus of Nazareth and join up with them. That 

would somehow free himself, of that Malchus was 
vertain. He could do anything! 


os alchus was young; tall, strong and straight. Now he 
stooped over and taught himself to walk like an old man 
whose life is almost finished. He soiled his clothes and 
t them till they looked like old rags, and cut himself 
: staff from a tree with heavy, gnarled branches. 


” Thus he followed the mock trial of Jesus without being 
tected. He cringed when they scourged Him, wept when 
ey put the crown of thorns on His clear brow, and could 
comprehend why the Son of God did nothing to free 
elf and take revenge on His enemies. Perrhaps this 
was a fake, like Caiaphas and the others had said? 
n Malchus put his hand up to the completely healed 
and knew it was not so. This meek, kindly man was 
ed the Son of God, and if He chose not to free Him- 
_He must have a definite purpose in mind. 


ca et, when the cry arose, “Crucify him!” Malchus felt 
own heart torn to pieces. 


Malchus followed the hysterical crowd; saw Jesus stumble 
der the heavy burden of the cross, and finally saw them 
ify Him high on the hill of Golgatha. Each nail ham- 
ed into the yielding body, was biting into Malchus’ own 
hh, causing excrutiating agony. 
‘watched the soldiers casting lots for Jesus’ garment, 
jarkness crept over the land; saw the weeping women 
e foot of the cross and heard the parting words of the 
siah, “It is finished.” 
T en the earth began to shake and the rocks split asunder. 
ed, Malchus fled. Truly this man was holy and could 
be dead; not really. A miracle had to happen. God 
not permit His own Son to perish Bee a common 
ad robber! 
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When light again returned, and the earth stopped trem- 
bling underfoot, Malchus went back to Golgatha. He 
watched from a distance, as they took Jesus’ body down. 
wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and carried it to the tomb 
of the rich man from Arimathea the one called Joseph, 
who had had the tomb made for himself, hewn out in solid 
rock. A great stone was rolled in front of the tomb; no 
one man could move it alone. 


Malchus had heard about the words the Messiah had 
spoken, “After three days I will arise again.” Faithfully 
he stayed near the grave, hidden among bushes; not eating 
anything at all, nor feeling any hunger. There was a small 
brook nearby and from its waters he quenched his thirst 
when it became too great. He was still very much afraid 
of being discovered and brought back to Caiaphas for 
punishment, but his ever growing love for, and faith in, 
the man who lay buried in the tomb was stronger than 
his fears. He had to stay—till the third day. 


Pontius Pilate, too, had heard about the prophecy, and 
had his guards seal the stone and keep watch over the 
tomb day and night. 


Finally it dawned on the third day, which was the first _ 
day of the week. From his hiding place Malchus saw two — 
women approaching the tomb; Mary Magdalene and Mary, — 
the mother of James. Again the earth began to tremble, 
more and more violently. Trees were uprooted; huge rocks — 
thrown about like pebbles. Not for a minute did Malchus ~ 
take his eyes away from the tomb. A flash like of lightning — 
appeared in the sky, touched the stone in front of the 
sepulchre, which rolled away easily as a feather, then the — 
lightning settled down upon it. Malchus blinked his eyes — 
against the blinding radiance, then looked again. It was an ~ 
angel, and his raiment was white as snow. The guards — 
had fainted from fear but Malchus was not afraid. This — 
was the miracle he had been waiting for—the answer to — 
everything. ie 


Now the angel spoke to the women; his voice was warm ~ 
and comforting, as he told them not to be afraid. The one 
they were seeking, the crucified Christ, was not here any — 
longer. “He is risen,” said the angel, and his voice was — 
like chimes from heaven, sweet, yet loud as thunder. “Come, 
see the place where He lay,” continued the messenger from 
God. “Then go quickly and tell His disciples that He has 
risen from the dead and behold, He is going before you to 
Galilee, there you will see Him. Lo, I have told you so.” 


They looked into the empty tomb, then started to walk — 
away, toward Galilee, as the angel had bidden. Malchus — 
followed at a safe distance. He did not wish to scare the 
women, nor did he wish to be discovered and perhaps ques- 
tioned. Caiaphas might still be looking for his run-away | 
slave. 


A blurred image appeared in front of the two women, 
then it became clearer, took on distinct form. It was Christ! S 
As the women knelt and touched his feet, Malchus too knelt, — 
behind a bush from where he could watch everything. 
Jesus said to them, his voice even sweeter than the angel’s, 
“Do not be afraid!” And all fear left Malchus’ own heart. — 
From now on, he would fear no man, not even Caiaphas, 
nor the terrible things which might be done to him, shou 
he be found and brought back to the high priest. The jo 
which filled his soul could never again be destroyed! 


In Malchus’ heart was a song of praise; he threw away © 
his staff, straightened his back, and his steps were firm and — 
strong as he set out upon the road. He would find the = 
followers of Jesus of Nazareth and join them. Whatever — 
might befall him later on mattered little; nothing could — 
dim the experience of this glorious morning. For he had | 
seen the risen Son of God. He, a run-away slave; the 3 


humblest among men! 


HALO AROUND THE HANDS 


One of Rembrandt’s etchings por- 
trays Jesus in the act of driving the 
moneychangers from the temple. This 
picture of Jesus has no halo around 
His head. But there is a halo around 
the hand which holds the scourge. One 
of the explanations for this is that 

Rembrandt was a Protestant and un- 
familiar, therefore, with the “proper” 
use of halos. 
“7 There is a vital message in the pic- 
ture, however. God has sanctified the 
hand. It is a part of God’s plan that 
_ the hand should be used, and when 
: used under the motivation of Jesus 
Christ it is a part of God’s plan. The 
p work of a Christian is a sacred thing. 


The hand and the service it is able 
to render to mankind is a factor in 
living the Christian life. The work 

that is required to operate a modern 

church may not be classified so that 

one type of work is more to God’s 
liking than another. If the church 
_ floor is to be polished, and if mem- 
bers are to drink coffee together, the 
persons who perform the duties ne- 
- cessary to do these things are serving 
_ Christ as much as those who may lead 
the prayer meeting, or the ones who 
_ teach the Sunday School classes. 


‘To be an alleged follower of Jesus 
- Christ and to not allow the work of 
the hands to come under His sanctify- 
ing influence is to be less than what 
is God’s plan. To profess faith in 

_ Christ and to not look upon daily work 

as a fulfillment of God’s plan is a 
contradiction. 
. A faith in Christ which does not lead 
, toward a dedication of abilities and 

_ means is short of the ideal. It may 
reflect a serious deficiency in what 
may be called “faith.” To have faith 
includes more than to trust Christ’s 
_ word and power of forgiveness. It is 

also a yielding of self to His direction 
and will. 

- An American citizen who insists 
_ that he believes in America but ex- 
_ pects only to receive from it without 
_ being responsible to it and without a 
_ willingness to serve it may not believe 
_ in America as much as his words de- 
clare. 


What Crucified Christ? 


Se ents an 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 


Sir: 


Surely it is theologically correct to say that the primary goal of 
Christian faith and life is an ever deeper understanding of the meaning 
of the cross. Holy Week is one of those seasonal reminders—the best 
pericopal reminder of all—that we must look cross-ward for the mean- 
ing of life, death, and eternity. 


A singularly fine book on this subject is Henry Sloane Coffin’s 
“The Meaning of the Cross.” The book was first published in 1931 
but is now being republished by Charles Scribner’s Sons. The author, 
I feel, shows unique insight in his chapter “What Crucified Christ?” 
He points out, historically, that many environmental conditions were 
contributory to the crucifixion, as well as outright sin. The environ- 
mental factors were largely the result of centuries of accumulated sins 
of omission—even more than commission. 


ppeinnpinanrnd tetmsnanten en: se thet reno 


Using twentieth century language Coffin takes the reader through 
the events and describes the personalities that surrounded Jesus’ cruci- 
fixion. First, there were the religious leaders—church leaders—who 
could not tolerate His interference with their order of things. They 
thought themselves to be right and under compulsion of conscience to 
act as they did. These were the Pharisees. 


Secondly, there were the Sadducean priests, heirs of lucrative com- 
mercial privileges in the temple area. Jesus’ emphasis upon the use- 
lessness of outward sacrifice without a broken and contrite heart hurt 
them economically. This had to be stopped. 


Thirdly, there was Pilate, the governor, official of the Roman 
empire whose chief concern was to keep peace in this province of Rome 
and to keep the tax money flowing to Rome regularly and abundantly. 

Fourth, Herod. Fifth, Judas who is referred to as an idealist who | 
had been disillusioned. Sixth, the crowd, the lynch mob. Seventh, the 
guard of soldiers, merely hard men trained from youth to do dirty jobs 
like crucifixions. 


But Coffin’s best insight seems to me to be his eighth factor. This 
factor is the public. Thousands of obscure figures also resided in Jeru- 
salem at the time, or had come there for the feast. They were the 
people who either did not know what was going on or who had the 
“lofty” principle of minding their own business. 


The author reminds us that behind all historical tragedies i 

a public whose state of mind becomes the causative ee Permaiee 
factor in the event. Included in this indictment are the finest citizens _ 
of each era. The tragedy of it is epitomized by a quotation which the 
author takes from John Stuart Mill. Mill states that the people who 
were directly or indirectly, privately or publicly responsible for — 
Christ’s death were not worse people than otherrs—as people go. On 
the contrary, they were people who possessed a higher than average = 
amount of religious fervor, of moral and patriotic integrity. They 
were people who would today have been lauded by politicians as fine 
people. They were the kind of men that would today walk through 
ue Sheed i yen py a = their reputations. Indeed they were “4 
spotted pillars of society. Except for i ‘ ir lives — 

were quiet, peaceable, and sh NP ars, ey od ee ees 


And I ask, is it not the qualities of the respectabl i ). 
the leaders and the people—which create such Hpures as Dostoyersl = 
Grand Inquisitor? Are not the grand inquisitors of history mere 
epitomies of man’s pride, the pride which put Christ on the cross? — 
And are we not all members of that public which is responsible for the 
horrid fate of the Son of Man? The meaning of His cross! oe 


Yours, 
Scrip Sundry. 


=— 
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Bemember The Forward Phase! 


By Ervin Bondo 


This is the time in the year when we in the United Evan- 
ical Lutheran Church are especially concerned about 
mds for our national budget. Many of us look at the 
nancial receipts first because we are interested in what 
i€ prospects are for Kingdom work in the various areas. 
‘the funds are not supplied the work is definitely hindered. 
fe’re interested, too, because this is an expression of faith 
- work. 


: Regular and Forward 


The 1958 convention adopted a “Regular Budget” as well 
3 a “Forward Phase Budget” but it also recommended 
at these two be presented as a unified budget on the 
eal level. Our goal locally should be to reach the For- 
ard Phase allotment as well as the regular budget. We 
1ould not think of two with the idea that we can be 
itisfied with only meeting the regular budget and being 
pmplacent about the other. In other words, 
astors, and all members are urged to remember the For- 
ard Phase now. Our goal for the 1958-59 fiscal year for 
1c Forward Phase is $92,500. 


councilmen, 


E Let’s Know How We Stand 


ee 


The many members of our congregations are the ones 
ho supply the funds for our work. It will be helpful if 
very congregation knows, before the end of March, how 
_ stands in relation to this important phase. Many mem- 
ers are interested and love the synodical programs of the 
ord’s work, but are uninformed. Our congregational bul- 
stirs ought to carry the information on just how we stand 
ie » relation to our Forward Phase goal. April, which is also 
ristian Education month, will give us some time for the 
al push. Some members will want to give directly and 
ers through the local treasury. Let’s get this information 
r locally. Experts tell us that the church will respond 


“4 What’s It For? 


for what will the money given for the Forward Phase 
e used? First of all, we have some current pledges which 
ist be met. $5000 is needed for Student Centers from 
church. This is a capital fund item from a program 
ted a few years ago. Formerly this was paid along 
-extra-synodical items such as Lutheran World Action, 
nal Luth. Council, and Luth, World Federation. This 
former pledge that must be completed. So $5000 of 
: 92, 500 goes for Student Centers in various parts of the 


The Canadian Seminary is a new item for us. $3000 
share for the operation of this cooperative seminary 
‘been pledged. The Forward Phase funds will supply 
-You’ve been reading about great plans for the Cali- 
; Lutheran College. We have a share in that, too, so 
‘Forward Phase has an allottment of $7500 for this year. 
there remain future programs to be carried out by 
a College, Trinity Seminary and the Cherokee Indian 
ion The Forward Phase really looks ahead for these 
Let’s remember the Forward Phase! 


os 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


Board of Trustees Meeting 


Construction of a new track and football field will 
begin on Dana’s campus this spring. The Dana Board 
of Trustees accepted the bid of Korshoj Construction 
Company of Blair, at their spring meeting March 16-18. 
The new athletic field will be ready for use next fall. 


Budget Adopted 


In other board action: an operating budget of $506,- 
655.00 was adopted for the 1959-60 school year. This is 
an increase of $57,000.00 over this year’s budget. Part 
of the increase will go to provide substantial increases 
in grants to faculty members studying for advanced 
degrees. 
study approved by the administration will receive sti- 
pends of $60.00 per semester credit hour earned. The 
stipend was formerly $20.00 per credit. 


Faculty Promotions 


The board also approved the recommendation of the 
administration that tenure be granted to Dr. Herta 
Engelman and Pastor Lloyd Refsell. 
faculty members have been promoted to Associate Pro- 
fessor: Norman C. Bansen, C. Arthur Christiansen (Mr. 


Christiansen has been granted an extension of his leave 


of absence to complete studies for a doctoral degree in 
biology at the University of Nebraska), and Dr. Wayne 
Wise. The rank of Associate Professor has also been © 
granted to Dean R. R. Poston and Miss Aagot Hoidahl. _ 


Promoted to Assistant Professor are: P. V. Hansen, © 


Jr., William Polen and Ray Weckmuller. 


The board also authorized the administration to install 


cafeteria service and make improvements in the dining 


Teachers engaged in summer school graduate 


The following — 


neu teh 


j 
* 


we 


iad ~ eon 
paises Pack 


i be aon 


hall to accomodate the anticipated increased enrollment. _ 


April 12 Is Christian Higher Education 
Sunday. 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE John w. Nielsen, Edita 


=. _ Pastor Don Olsen, a picnic in the city park with swimming in the pool, and organized recreation with a 


_ ful Dana College campus in Blair, Nebraska. 


_ the University of Minnesota. In 1958 he was installed as professor of Homiletics at Luther Seminary. He 
_been studying this past year in Edinburgh, Scotland. Pastor Halvorson has had a lot of experience dealing withi 


_ Ephesians 1:3-14. Plan now for August. Select your league delegates, but don’t stop at that. Bring a 
a group from your league. Which district will have the largest representation? 


you return to school to render “To God Alone The Glory.” a 
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“TO GOD ALONE THE GLORY” 


Just five months left. Yes, it’s just five months until the week of August 27-30, the date of the Internation 1 
al Luther League Convention of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, which is to be held on the beauti- 


The scenic “college on the hill” invites you to take part in the last Luther League convention of the UE. 
L.C. before the merger of The American Lutheran Church. 


A wonderful program is being planned for the last week in August. Our guest speaker for the conventioi 
will be Pastor Arndt Halvorson. Pastor Halvorson was formerly at Hope Lutheran Church on the campus 


young people and their work, and we should all look with anticipation to his messages in August. 


Pastor Arthur Sorenson, who has been described as being “wonderful with young people and old alike,” 
will be our banquet speaker. Pastor George Robertson, our Youth Director, will bring us the opening message 
on Thursday evening; and our Synodical President, Dr. William Larsen, will bring us the closing meditation: 
at the final worship service Sunday morning. 


All in all, an action-packed weekend is being planned with such specials as a choral union to be directed by 
test between districts one afternoon. Bible study discussion groups will be led by college students, and priv ate: 


meditations are planned on Dana’s spacious campus. A campfire, devotions at the cross, and outdoor comm 
ion are all being considered to help make this convention a real “mountain top experience” for all. ; 


., 


in 
y 


vt ‘ 
OT. 5) 


Total cost for the convention will be about $10. (More information regarding registration will be out S 


= 
a 
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4 Youth Office Bulletin Board 


$ 


_ CHRISTIAN VOCATION IS APRIL EMPHASIS 
IN ADDITION TO THE SUGGESTIONS FOUND IN 
“THE LEAGUE MANUAL,” YOU MAY WISH TO 
_ USE SOME OF THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS: 


f, 


- “Always In Demand” (Parish Ministry) 


Boe le 
' “Shall Nursing Be Your Career?” ............. le 
4 _ “Adventuring with Christ” series: 
. PAS PIMEISUCT Of MUSIC Sc... eee escent le 
. Preme NEY OTE Ue TIC UO Tats, cat easil. sharemialeie kleladie eis cme le 
E Ace emarish SOCTOUIY a oo .cis es oo eee ce aces le 
‘ As A Director of Christian Education........ le 


ys “WHO WILL GO?” is a good film strip to show during 
: April. It shows the many different occupations 
- which classify as Church Work. Rental $2.50. 
> Suggested reading for Sponsors: 

3 “Christ and Your Job” by Klausler 

“The Christian’s Calling” by Heiges 


. ORDER LAST TWO ITEMS FROM LUTHERAN 
sf _ PUBLISHING HOUSE, OTHER MATERIALS 
_ FROM THE YOUTH OFFICE. 


Convention Catch-Phrase 
‘The convention “catch-phrase” below was suggested 


y Myrvin Christopherson, the Convention Arrangement 
airman. Try your hand at a phrase and send it to 
astor John W. Nielsen, 400 East Sumner St., North- 


field, Minnesota. 
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News From North Dakota 
“Forward With Christ” was the theme used by the 
Bowbells Leaguers for Youth Sunday, March 1. Cleo 
Cron spoke on “Forward With His Strength”; Emily 
Berg on “Forward With His Armor”; and Claudia Corey 
on “Forward With Prayer.” Others assisting with the 
prayers, lessons, and collect were Johnny Narveson, 
Billy Jensen, Mary Aufforth, Paul Nelson, Billy Nehring, 
and Beverly Jensen. Larry Adams spoke on the “Get- 
Acquainted” Rally held at Bismarck last fall. Sharon 
Freed told of the local League’s activities, and Sharon 
Hass was organist. The youth choir sang “Beautiful — 
Saviour.” Mike Buzzell and Clarence Knutsen served — 
as ushers. Pastor Virgil Anderson spoke on Bible Camp 
and Synodical and District Luther League activities. 
The same theme was used at Flaxton where Dorothy — 
Schultz spoke on “Forward With Strength”; Lowell — 
Christiansen on “Forward With His Armor”; and Gary — 
Skeem on “Forward With Prayer.” In this congregation 
Junior Schultz reported on the “Get-Acquainted” Rally = 
and LaVerna Nelson told about local projects. Here also _ 
the choir sang “Beautiful Saviour” and Pastor Anderson | 
spoke. Other leaguers who assisted were Luverne Kal- * 
berg, Wayne Mahlum, Julienne Sorenson, Gail Christen- _ 
sen, Ardelle Knight, Kermit Mahlum, and Gary Rawn. — 
The Leaguers of Flaxton are planning a Family Night — 
on April 5 using the Japan Mission as the theme. Mr. — 
Amos Nelson is youth counselor. He is assisted by — 
Ronnie Larsen. ; = 
Another interesting program was suggested by the — 
purchase of new hymnals at Flaxton. It was a “Meet 
The New Service Book” program sponsored by the — 
Luther League. 
The Bowbells Luther League under the direction o. 
Mrs. Floyd Johnson held an Easter breakfast at their 
church. 


“Hear The Call? — Come 
One, Come All” 
Where? To Blair for the 
International Luther League 
Convention 
August 27-30 


The Easter Promise 
By George Hibbert Driver 


He is Risen, mighty deed. 

Of all hope the blessed seed. 
Because our Lord o’er death is King, 
Heaven and earth with glory ring. 


Must we die? Yes, even He 
- Tasted mortal doom, though free 
' From our sin,—to interpose 

His pure sacrifice. Then rose! 


Resurrection is ours to gain, 


Through God’s love and His Son's pain. 


_ Such a miracle of grace 
_ Tells us we shall see His face. 


_ Thus the love Calv’ry grants to us 
_ Shall our souls victorious 
_ Bring to heaven with Him to dwell. 
Farewell fear! To woe farewell!!! 
—Church Management 


t 


HE LIVES! 


Earth with joy confesses, 
Clothes herself for spring, 
Greets with life reviving 
Her returning King. 
Bloom in every meadow, 
Leaves on every bough, 
Speak His sorrows ended, 
Hail His triumph now. 


Thou, of life the Author, 
Death didst undergo, 
Tread the path of darkness, 
Saving strength to show. 
Show Thy face in brightness, 
Bid the nations see, 
Bring again our dayiight, 
Day returns with Thee. 
(Ancient Hymn translated from 
the Latin.) 


—in The War Cry 
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THE SABBATH AFTER EASTER 
By Verna S. Teeuwissen 


The Sabbath after Easter 

Was a dismal, sunless day; 

It seemed as though the somber clouds 
Had frightened spring away. 

The very church looked dreary, 
There was not a single bloom 

Where flowers profuse on Easter 
Had beautified the room. 


And many seats were empty 

That were full the week before; 

As though one day of nourishment 
Provides a whole year’s store. 

It even seemed our voices 

Lacked the lilt they had last week 
When- longing for a thousand tongues 
Our Saviour’s praise to speak. 


The Sabbath after Easter 

To Peter, James and John 
Inspired a joyous reaching 

For new heights farther on. 

Each week Christ’s resurrection 
Spurred them on to greater gain; 
“O God, to us may grace be given’ 
To follow in their train.” 


—The United Presbyterian 


EASTER MORN 
By Alfred Grant Wilson 


Never woke a fairer morn 
Since creation’s primal ray, 
Than the hour of golden dawn 
On the earth’s first Easter day. 
Jewelled meadows; Sky-larks winging, 
Lilies blooming! Blue-bells ringing, 
All the earth with gladness singing, 
Alleluia! Easter morn! 


Never lived a greater joy 
Than that breathless moment when 
Angels standing near the tomb, 
Whispered, “Lo! He lives again!” 
Spread the Truth to every nation! 
Sing abroad in exaltation! 
Hail the God-sealed confirmation! 
Alleluia! Easter morn! 


Never came a nobler hope 

Than the promise of that hour, 
When, triumphant over death, 

Love proclaimed redeeming power. 
Man immortal! Ever growing, 
Greater power! Greater knowing! 
Life in endless overflowing! 

Alleluia! Easter morn! 


FIRESIDE 
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REST 


Rest is not quitting 
The busy career; 
Rest is the fitting 
Of self to its sphere, 
"Tis loving and _ serving 
the highest and best! 
'Tis onward, unswerving, 
And that is true rest. 
— JS. Dwight 


JESUS OF THE SCARS 
The other gods were strong, but Th 
wast weak; 
They rode, but Thou didst stam 
to a throne; 
But to our wounds 
alone can speak, 
And not a god has wounds, bu 
Thou alone. q 
—Edward Shillito 


God’s wound | 


a 
» | 


Concerning the rich man’s praye 
to Abraham, across the gulf, let me 
remind you that this is the only 
prayer in the Bible to a saint, and iti 
was not answered. 

—wWill H. Houghton 


Ascend 


THE FIRST EASTER MORNING 
By Sarah Lewis 


They came in the dawn of the early 
morning, 


“fates 


Silently up to the place where He: 
lay. | 

Laden with spice for His bodye 
adorning, 


And found that the stone had bal 
rolled away. - 


‘ 

“Be not afraid,” said the shining 
vision, | 
“Nor seek for the living within the 
tomb, 
Rejoice! 
risen; 


for today the 


ee the gloom.” 


Still do we come on each glad Easter’ 
morning. 

Laden with sweetness, as Mary 
old, 

Lilies so fair for the altar ado: 
ing, 

With snowy white petals and chal 
of gold. 


Still are we telling the wondro Ss 
story, oe 
Told by the angel that first Easter 
morn; 
Years cannot lessen its grandeur or 
glory -_ 


March 30, 1959 


WASHINGTON OBSERVER 
(From page 5) 


funds that make illegitimacy easy and 
bafe. 


The answer? Sterilization seems 
severe. And it does also seem unfair 
to sterilize the female while the de- 
linquent male goes free. In our reply 
to this angry mother we suggested an 
effort to strengthen our Christian 
agencies, the church, the home, the 
inner mission society. Yes, we realize 
such advice is easy to give and hard 
to apply. In fact, this whole problem 
is so large and involved that nothing 
less than the combined forces of reli- 
gion, government, medicine and edu- 
ication are ever going to make any 
headway at all with it. Which is but 
to say that we very much agree with 
the wife of the policeman that present 
methods are entirely inadequate and 
that something should be done and 
that right soon. 


73 . 
FUEL 


he pageantry of sky at dawn 

And of the evening sun, 

The cheer and loyalty of friends 
And joy from tasks well done, 

1e peace of stars in dark of night 
Make fear a harmless wraith 

And furnish fuel for steady flames 


Of everlasting faith. 


—Bertha R. Hudelson 
ot War Cry 


? % THE NARROWER PATH 


The path of life that was once so wide 
_ Grows marrower day by day, 

And the flowers which once profusely 
_ bloomed 

Se Grow withered and fade away. 

I cannot say that God loves me less 
_ Or that He has ceased to care; 
The narrower path is sweeter far, 

_ For Christ walks the nearer there! 


a 


—Dorothy Conant Stroud 
e- The Sunday School Times 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 


le Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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EASTER 


I walked this path but yesterday, 

All things were dark and cold and gray. 
Yet something happened in the night, 
And morning brought a wondrous sight 
Of grasses, green beneath my feet, 

Of violets blue and crocus sweet. 
Again life triumphed over death, 
By just the blowing of a breath. 


Why will men then forever doubt 

And vainly grope to reason out, 

How God could work His gracious plan, 
And raise again the Son of Man? 
He lives, He lives; we too, shall live, 
Forgive our doubts, dear Lord, forgive. 


—Catherine Mengers 


ENROLLMENT IN SEMINARIES 


Seminary 
1. Luther Theological Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. ....... 567 
2. Concordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. .... 523 
3. Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

SPEINPLIC Cd mallee a pescet oe apse erates os ocae es oma ree 426 
4. Evangelical Lutheran Theological Seminary 

Capital University, Columbus, Ohio .............. 241 
5. Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa .... 220 
6. Augustana Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

ROCK Island dl lipo ster sashes 5 sith Soe ios ene ens 204 
7. Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. ... 156 
8. Lutheran Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa...... 153 
9. Hamma Divinity School, Springfield, Ohio .......... 99 
10. Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

May WOO, LI pies Set ctotertodern ost ares fate rerel tt cescathor amas 96 
11. Lutheran Theological Seminary, Thiensville, Wis. ... 83 
12. Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, 

Columbia. 5 Ca aero e aon e ead ceri ee eee Te 
13. Northwestern Theological Seminary, 

AVFIN CADOMS, IVIININ gee oie te ays treet smi cise ss Nome ea torent 72 
14. Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

Berkeley -eCalit mentite ccc ers oo cree eric NelogMowatinr he ces Zl 
15. Central Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

EPENIOMt NG DI es pie creak he oe Eschectate are outtasaunysr ere weg 48 
16. Luther Theological Seminary, 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada ............... 31 
17. Evangelical Lutheran Seminary of Canada 

Waterloo= Ontariom Canada i. Maccuicmcomgaat cree 26 
18. Augsburg Theological Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. 23 
19. Trinity Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa ...... 20 
20. Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

Matikatone Mint is cco csaswtcqere ats «bars eiaielcusiehs Stag eee 8 
21. Grand View Theological Seminary, Des Moines, Ia... 6 


576 
568 


426 


241 


220 


204 | 


249 
218 
102 


168 
83 


97 


72 


82 


48 


31 
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Regular Post Graduates 


eS eS nie eS Se Se aie 


Synodical 


$488949.00 
92500.00 


Forward Phase _............4 7 z 
Previously acknowledged a $339391.42] 
Pass Lake, Ont., Can., Salem Lutheran Ladies Aid for Home Mission $15, Indian Mission $15.... 001] 30.00] 
North Hollywood, Calif., Valley Luth. Church for Symo0dical Quota ..........ccccccccccccccsssseeccctcecsareeenenenee ‘Od. 

Selma, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Saylor for Santal Mission in memory. of Jacob Jacobsen ......... 


Clifton, Ill, Luth. Ladies Aid for Pension Fund in memory of Mrs. Albert Millings .................... 
Cedar Falls, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Hanis C. Smith for South America Mission. ..............::c:0::0:0e0eeeeeeereee see 
Rutland, Ia., Rutland Trinity Luth. Ladies Aid for Home Missions in memory of Mrs. Mattie 


SETH OL SION os os vn eden inn tagiskivsin tye oo TOME angle wre soe ale Eee had Dd tLe eR Eo ae nig ee Teena ee eee 
Paducah, Kentucky, No Name for Children’s Homes $20, Santal Mission $20, Sudan Mission 
pa meceanada - $2.0," Fome -Missionas G20. erie ccs hecsscs petted te titaee rele eee eee ee 
Irene, 8S. Dak., Turkey Vialley Luth. Ladies Aid in mem. of Lawrence Tanderup for Home Miss. 
Caruthers, Calif, Our® Saviors Luth. Church. for Synodical. Quota... 0...2.cy-ccbccsascsevnesscesdscstesseuecerene-s- 
Ouricaviors Luth—S.Se-tor.Children's- BH omesic x: c.cwals oar steceesot coir nace eas ae ae 


Kankakee, Ill., Trinity Luth. Church. Given in memory of Rev. Nels Bentsen by Miss Juliane 
Jensen for South America Mission $2, Mr. and Mrs. Marine Johnson for Dana Fund $2, 
Mrs. A. Petersen and Beverly $5 and Miss Juliane Jensen $2 for Santal Mission, Mrs. P. 
oa and Mrs. Camille Hammond $1 for Foreign Missions, Ladies Aid for Pension 
PEIPUR TITS Dia es Fe. Pr. . ces oe tees Cscay ss gs SSO ete Ate oe Ceie 

— Trinity Luth. Church for Synodical Quota ...........0.... 

- Coulter, Ia., Nazareth Church Women for Sudan Mission =a 

_ Elk Horn, Ia., Elk Horn Luth. Church offering when Maya Winther spoke for Japan Mission.... 
Sein jet, txice Lith. Church for Synodicd) sD Ues ih: .cik-o rearcca- 10s co oteciv. ++, /cecsevcaasevPlamenechmen Biceeeae ewenee 

Rutland, Ia., Rutland Trinity Luth. Church for Synodical Dues .. ose 

Jacksonville, Ia., Jacksonville Luth. S. S. for LWA oo..ccccccccccccccceneceess 

Moorhead, Ia., Young Luth. Club of Moorhead for Japan Mission 

_ Greenville, Mich., Given in memory of Emil Hansen for the Sudan Mission by Mr. and Mrs. 

a Ray Groh, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Andersen, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Peter 

7 Petersen, Miss Marie Nielsen, M. and Mrs. Carl Christensen 

dney,~ Mont. -Pelia> Luth, -Chureh- for Synodicall,; Quota... csc1s-cselecerasssedaeovsav-cvdives Sietussevseasctoeonee: 
bdal, Nebr., Bethel Luth. S. S. for Children’s Homes in Oaks 


McCabe, Mont., Ebenezer Luth. Church, Young People’s portion of Synodical Quota ...........- Gots 
necoln, Nebr., Synodical Treasurer, Women’s Missionary Society ; 


_ Trinity Luth. Ladies Aid, Rutland, Life Membership for Mrs. Margaret Wuiff, Japan Mis- 
| EE Sd Beg Sa ol eee SI a ee ee eee eer Se ee ree oan eae, WERE Ro tare, Shi pe oe ge ay 
First Luth. Ladies Aid, Scranton, Life Membership for Mrs. Joseph Rasmussen for Japan 


; VEE AST OT tal VE. Sa LUIGI) ss eas ee aan eae os aes ic oe dots coat ed ee a ee ee ee 
_ Willing Workers, Ringsted, Life Membership for Mrs. Ella E. Christensen, Mrs. H. J. Hen- 
: riksen angd*Mrs. Alfred Fink for Japan, Mission. (M. Paulsem) ....:.......:.<.-cccsscosceceecscdeereseoeees 


Minnesota District 

St. Matthew's Ladies Aid, Evan, Life Membership for Mrs. Delbert Jensen for Japan Mis- 

store, (CAEP 8 UIBOTh) a ii ea nnn bce teelns ee ek tke lo re Riga nn act gus tvap ones sequeaae ravage tates 
Minnesota District WMS for Sudan Mission (lean Rohe) ....c..cccccccsccesccesccesceseceececerecscereseeseeseesss 

- Winois District 


Mens bereseeremmereeeeeensanesaeseesereesSantencnterrenseaseanasssesaneseeenessensnenscnssasessscosenenenseaewasstesers 


North Dakota-Montana District WMS for Santal Mission (Lay Missionary) o...ccccccccccccccee. 
North Dakota-Montana District WMS for Japan Mission (M. Paulsen) ....c.ccccccccccccceeececseseeeeeee 
_ Atlantic District 
Ladies Aid Society, St. Paul’s, Penn Yan for Brazil Mission ............ccccceoccsccecscocecesceeecesecsecenseeeceee 
St. Paul’s Guild, Penn Yan for Brazil Mission .................... nua IED wrovcy aki oeak riyeateas aibeabete aerate 


i a a eT EN Ss hal 
mn ao c al en a a ; 2: —— —s 


, Sudan Mission (Ilean Rohe) $10, Bethany Old People’s Home, Minden, 
Eben Ezer Mercy Institute, 


SAAS eee teeter teen een aware 


ssion $10 ...... 
S. America Mission, Sudan Mission, 


a « 
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ME INVEST YOUR SAVINGS IN CHURCH EXTENSION 


“7 
Ca 
<4 


4 A. Who benefits from my money and for what is it used? 
| Answer: Only the Church benefits because every 
dollar is used when given to Church Extension. 

B. Is it safe? 


Answer: More than $3.00 of first mortgage money 
on Church property secures every $2.00 invested. 


> a 


TO Ce TN ee KUT ee Se 


C. Can | get it back when I need it? 


Answer: Legally the money is returned upon matur- 
ity of the note, but in practice it is paid back when 


needed. 
D. What interest do | receive? “Bear ye 
one another's 
burdens” 


Answer: Your investment will earn you up to 4% 
interest. 


_ At the present, Church Extension assets are $264,000.00. 
- The annual convention adopted a loan policy permitting 
loans up to 50% of the assets. Here is an opportunity for 
safe investment and a generous return on your money, and 
at the same time you are helping to build the Church. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO: REV. K. M. MATTHIESEN, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY a 
BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS, 1420 MELROSE AVENUE, MINNEAPOLIS 26, MINNESOTA 


SEMINARY LIBRARY 
CAPITAL UNIVERSITY 
COLUMBUS 9 OHIO 


NO POSTHUMOUS PARDON 
William Sydney Porter was born in 
Greensboro, N. C., in 1862. He passed 
his early years in the South and 
Southwest. He wandered from place 
to place experiencing the ups and 
downs of a varied journalistic career. 
He was at one time reporter and 
editor of a newspaper in Houston, 
Texas. While he was a teller in a 
bank at Austin, Texas, in 1896, he was 
arrested for “an unaccounted cash 
shortage” and was sent to prison. 
While in prison, he began writing 
in earnest. He was released and final- 
ly settled in New York, and became 
a prolific and popular short-story 
writer, under the pen name, O. Henry. 
Some of his best tales are listed 
as: “Cabbages and Kings,” “The Four 
Million,” and “Strictly Business.” He 


died in 1910. 


In December, 1958, the White House 
received a request from the Texas 
Heritage Foundation to grant O. Henry 
a posthumous pardon for the term 
served for embezzlement, in 1896. 

David W. Kendall, special counsel 
to President Eisenhower, answered the 
request as follows: 

“The President received your tele- 
gram requesting a pardon for William 
Sydney Porter better known as O. 
Henry. He is in wholehearted sym- 
pathy with your suggestion but is 
legally prevented from acting. This is 
because, regretfully, the President is 
without power to issue posthumous 
pardons. Your interest, and your tele- 


‘gram are appreciated.” 


Even the Lord Jesus, who had full 
authority to forgive sins on earth, 
said nothing about anyone having 
authority to forgive sins after death. 

Christ died for our sins, and rose 
for our justification; and His promise 
is, “Come now, and let us reason to- 


gether, said the Lord. though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 


white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool” 


ie? (Isaiah 1:18). 


The warning, twice repeated, is: 
“Today if ye will hear His voice, hard- 


BS, en not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:7-15). 


Pardon, forgiveness, justification, 
must be received on earth. There is 


- no promise of mercy beyond the grave. 


In fact, the Bible definitely says: “... 


they that go down into the pit can- 


not hope for Thy truth” (Isaiah 38: 
i Es) 

“It is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment” 


_ (Hebrews 9:27). 


“Behold, now is the accepted time; 


behold, now is the day of salvation.” 


—NOW 


FROM 
AUGSBURG 


IT’S ALL IN THE FAMILY 


Informal Sketches 
of Family Life 
By JosEPH R. HESTENES 


Provocative read- 
ing on what it 
‘means to be “part 
of a family.” As 
the author dips 
into a variety of home situa- 
tions—to listen to the talk, 
share the feelings, reflect on 
the attitudes and relationships 
—the reader understands 
what it is that makes a house 
a home, and how he has a re- 
sponsible role. Through all | 
the sketches the author weaves 
his theme: The importance of 
active Christian faith in the 
family. Illustrated. ot 
cloth, 128 pages, SOO 


THINGS 
COMMON and PREFERRED 


Christian Perspectives .. . 
By Kart A. OLsson 


Topic heads such as Psy- 
chiatry and Faith, The 
Slaughter of the Inno- 
cents, Robin Hood and His Merry In- 
laws, Separate Vacations, Nature and 
Culture, Fantasian Flu, are an indica- 
tion of the common habits and beliefs 
of our day that come under the author’s 
scrutiny in this book of Christian per- 
spectives on daily living. His construc- 
tive appraisal makes good reading for 
thought and discussion. 


cloth, 192 pages, $275 


GOD and CAESAR the Christian Approach te bo Ethics 


A Symposium on the relation of the Church and the individual 

= Christian to the state. Contributors: Otto A. Piper, G. W. 

Cy Forell, Arthur Piepkorn, Jaroslav Pelikan, W. E. Bauer, E. G. 
= Schwiebert, Paul M. Bretscher. 

ConTENTs: The Church and Political Form—The State As Order of 
Creation—Church, Nation, and Nationalism — Totalitarianism and De- 
mocracy—The Philosophy of the American Revolution—The Reformation 
and the Capitalistic Revolution—The Communist Manifesto—Justification 
and Christian Ethics—Faith and Daily Life. 


cloth, 218 pages, $395 | 


A GUIDE to CHURCH BUILDING and FUND RAISING | 


By Martin ANDERSON ' 


7 spay yk none as problems and solutions for 

uilding and expansion, and fund-raising campaigns. A “ et 

boae He es church building cuatmeiioet oS . cae? 

e Building: Analyzing the Needs—This Is God’s House— _ 

= God’s House Must Be Beautiful—The Building Committee and __ 

the Architect —Choosing the Architectural Style—Building for the Teach- 
ing Ministry—Planning for Fellowship and Recreation—Mechanical Re- fe 
quirements—Acoustics—Parking Area—Marks of Good Planning. Fund af 

Raising: First. Step—Motiyation, Preparation, Promotion—Committees _ 

and Their Duties—Tr the Solicitors—Securing the Loan. 46 pages of __ 

photographs, illustrations and floor plans. : ae 


cloth, 834 x 11, 140 pages, $500 | 
Lutheran Publishing House 
138 North 17th Street : a 
Blair, Nebraska 
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